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THEOLOGY CLASSES · SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY V: SOTERIOLOGY

Lecture 10: The Doctrine of Perseverance
C. Michael Patton and Rhome Dyke · The Theology Program · 81 minutes

Lecture by C. Michael Patton, Th.M., and Rhome Dyke, Th.M., from The Theology Program, published on their public channel. Study notes below
from Medina Community Church.

BEFORE YOU WATCH

The final session asks the question behind every anxious midnight: can someone lose their salvation? The teachers do
something unusual with it: before defending eternal security, they read the warning passages at full strength, the very
texts we usually rush to explain away, and they refuse easy comfort at both ends. Listen for the passage Patton admits
he still cannot resolve, and for the single sentence he says summarizes the whole class.

THE LECTURE, SECTION BY SECTION

1. The question and the four views
Can someone lose their justification, be saved in the past and not saved in the future? Four views. Roman Catholic:
believers can lose salvation by mortal sin, which includes apostasy; so also Eastern Orthodoxy, Wesley, and the
Wesleyan traditions. Arminian, in its mainstream form: only apostasy, the willful abandonment of the faith, loses
salvation, never a sin as such. Lutheran, in the traditional sense of what Luther himself held: non-elect people can
genuinely believe for a time and fall, but the elect are given the gift of perseverance, a structure Luther drew from
Augustine. Reformed: true believers persevere to the end and cannot lose a salvation eternally secured by the power of
God; if someone falls away finally, they were never truly a believer. This is the P of the acronym, perseverance of the
saints, the other face of eternal security. And the pairings are predictable: conditional election travels with losable
salvation, unconditional election with security; the doctrines come as package deals.

2. Mortal sin defined, and why the idea is so natural
The Roman category gets careful definition: a mortal sin destroys the grace of God in the heart, cutting off the
relationship; venial sins do not. No official list exists, but three conditions do: the sin must be grave, committed with full
knowledge of its gravity, and voluntary; candidates named include apostasy, always and obviously, murder, adultery,
and, in modern Catholic teaching, more besides. The teachers refuse to sneer: the instinct is universal. Every new
believer who sins badly wonders whether salvation survived it; Augustine himself wrestled with whether grave sin
forfeited the gift of perseverance. The mortal sin tradition is that instinct given rules, and its list has always been fluid,
its application subjective, and its stakes, in the sacramental system, absolute: cut off from the sacraments is cut off
from salvation.

3. The warning passages at full strength
Then the unusual move: the case for conditional security, presented to be felt. Freedom first: if God gave the freedom to
choose him, he does not confiscate it at conversion. Then the texts we usually only explain away. There is a sin leading
to death, for which prayer is not urged, 1 John 5. Blasphemy against the Spirit is never forgiven, Mark 3. If we go on
sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins remains, only a terrifying expectation of
judgment, Hebrews 10, and who in the room has not sinned willfully? Those who escaped the world’s defilements and
are again entangled end worse than they began, the dog returned to its vomit, 2 Peter 2. You have been severed from
Christ, you who would be justified by law; you have fallen from grace, Galatians 5. And the unforgiving servant of
Matthew 18: forgiven a debt beyond paying, ten thousand talents, refusing to forgive a trifle, and handed back to the
tormentors until he should pay it all.
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4. Apostasy, endurance, and the remnant
The strongest texts concern apostasy. Hebrews 6: those once enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift and became
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and then fell away, cannot be renewed to repentance, and partaking of the Spirit is exactly
what the course has said happens at justification. Then the endurance texts: many will fall away, but the one who
endures to the end will be saved, Matthew 24; we are Christ’s house if we hold fast our confidence firm to the end,
Hebrews 3; and John’s grammar throughout, whoever believes, present tense, keeps on believing, my sheep hear, keep
on hearing, my voice. The Old Testament tells the same story in narrative: Elijah’s seven thousand who had not bowed,
the exile’s returning few, always the remnant who remain faithful, and Jesus’s first sermon ends with the same edge,
many will say Lord, Lord. One writer, the teachers note, has catalogued eighty-eight such passages. And history is
added to exegesis: before Calvin, the church broadly believed apostasy was possible, which is one reason early baptism
could wait a year while commitment was tested; the early manuals and fathers, the Didache, Ignatius, Jerome, warn
that the whole time of your faith profits nothing if you are not complete at the last, and distinguish lesser sins from
greater. When the church is persecuted it grows, the teachers observe, because the price makes plain who believes.

5. Taking the warnings seriously before answering them
Before the defense, Patton stops the class: feel the weight. These are not trick texts, and the overcomer promises to all
seven churches of Revelation, the conditions scattered through Paul, if we endure, we will reign, run so as not to be
disqualified, are the reason Jonathan Edwards, a thoroughgoing Calvinist, finally defined a believer as one who
endures to the end. Both sides, Patton admits with unusual candor, can make the scriptures say what their system
needs; the question is which texts are load-bearing. His foreshadowed conclusion: the commands to persevere are real
commands and the warnings real warnings, to be preached and not explained into silence, and they are consistent with
a salvation that cannot be lost, because the persevering they command is the very thing God’s power works in his own.

6. The case for eternal security: John 10
The defense begins where the logic began: eternal security follows from total depravity and unconditional election;
deny it and those doctrines unravel with it, and Patton is blunt about his own method: he is not willing to make
Scripture contradict itself, and if it did, he would have to face that honestly rather than force a harmony. Then the great
text, John 10: I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, in Greek a double negative with the strongest possible
construction, they will not ever perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand; my Father is greater than all, and
no one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. The standard conditional reading, that no one else can take you but
you can climb out yourself, Patton answers from experience: no believer has ever feared outside thieves. I have always
been the problem; a promise that protects me from everyone but myself protects me from nothing. The verse comforts
precisely because it closes the one door I would use.
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7. The golden chain and the unbreakable love
Romans 8:29 and 30 again, now for security: foreknown, predestined, called, justified, glorified, every link aorist,
completed, including the one still future, the proleptic aorist of an outcome so certain it is written as history. No link
reads some of those he called; the chain has no leaks, and if it leaked, Romans 8:28 would be empty comfort, all things
working together for a good that might never arrive. Then the summit: neither death nor life nor angels nor rulers nor
things present nor things to come, and what is not contained in things present and things to come, since our lives run
only forward, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, not his affection merely, but the whole saving act of
love the chapter has described. And Romans 9 through 11, the objection that God’s promises failed Israel, is answered
by the remnant: the promises were made to those he chose and have never failed one of them, and the gifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable. Ephesians 1 seals it, literally: sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, the down payment
guaranteeing the inheritance until the redemption; and John 6 grounds it in the will of decree itself: this is the Father’s
will, that I lose nothing of all he has given me.

8. Eternal life is eternal now
John 5:24: whoever hears and believes has, present tense, eternal life. Patton builds the argument he finds hardest for
the other side: if eternal life can be possessed now, it cannot be lost, because a life that ends was never eternal; on
conditional security no one could truly have eternal life until death, only the hope of it. The attempted escape, that
eternal names the quality of God’s life rather than its duration, throws away the word’s meaning, and John himself
covers abundance separately, in John 10:10, life to the full. And assurance texts pile on: these things are written that
you may know you have eternal life, 1 John 5; we are always of good courage, 2 Corinthians 5; being confident of this,
that he who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus, Philippians 1, an overconfident
sentence if salvation can be lost.

9. Answering the warning passages
Then each conditional text is revisited, honestly and in context. The sin unto death of 1 John 5 reads most naturally as
physical death, and a doctrine should not be built on a verse God left so unexplained; some passages, like baptism for
the dead, simply are not understood by anyone, and are no place to ground doctrine. Blasphemy against the Spirit is
undefined and disputed in every tradition; whatever it is, it is not a believer’s ordinary failure. Hebrews 10’s willful sin is,
by the book’s own argument in chapters 3 and 10, the sin of unbelief: to hear of the Messiah and continue in the old
sacrifices is to find that no sacrifice remains, for the system is finished, it is finished, and going back to shadows
crucifies the Son afresh in intent. 2 Peter 2’s entangled escapees were never said to be believers: the parable of the soils
has always described people who spring up, look, talk, and smell like Christians, and wither, for they had no root.
Galatians 5’s fallen from grace, in the argument of the whole letter, is falling from sanctifying grace, from the Spirit’s
power into law-keeping, exactly the two plugs of the last session, not from saving grace. Hebrews 6, on the reading
Patton prefers, describes the covenant nation’s privileges, enlightened, tasting, partaking, the very privileges Romans 9
lists for unbelieving Israel, and verse 9 turns to the readers with better things, things that accompany salvation, which
the fallen never had; mere professors, not possessors. And Matthew 18, the unforgiving servant: Patton lays down his
tools and admits it. He does not know. It seems to teach forgiveness can be revoked; the best he can offer is that the
warnings to believers are real warnings which believers, kept by God, will heed, and most take the parable as teaching
that the unforgiving were never forgiven; but he will not readjust the whole structure on one passage, and he will not
pretend it is easy.
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10. Test yourselves: the warning the church stopped preaching
What survives of the conditional case is precisely what Patton wants preached: the call to self-examination. Examine
yourselves, whether you are in the faith, 2 Corinthians 13. Be diligent to make your calling and election sure, 2 Peter 1.
They went out from us because they were not of us, for if they had been of us they would have remained, 1 John 2, the
verse that interprets every final apostasy. The Lord, Lord crowd of Matthew 7 did wonders in his name and heard I never
knew you, not, I knew you once and you fell, but never: no relationship ever existed, and they were surprised. The right
question, the teachers insist, is not, do you remember the day you prayed, but, are you believing now? The book of Acts
calls Christians believers, present tense, dozens of times. And tenderly: the one who worries whether he believes is
showing the sign of a believer, for the unbeliever does not lie awake over his faith; confessing doubt, Lord, I believe,
help my unbelief, is itself faith’s voice. Patton speaks of his own sister, who died at the end of a long rope of suffering
with her faith frayed to a thread, and persevered. Assurance may waver, and God may even let it waver in a sinful
season, because he loves us too much to comfort us there.

11. The one sentence, and the concluding principles
The teachers quote Demarest: the believer’s role in perseverance leaves no room for passivity, moral carelessness, easy
believism, or antinomianism; the Christian strives as if everything depended on him, confident the outcome rests with
God. Security and perseverance are two sides of one coin: God’s responsibility to protect, ours to persevere, and God
enables his own to persevere; those who do not persevere to the end were never his. Then the sentence Patton says
summarizes the whole class: the means by which you are saved is also the means by which you are kept. You cannot be
saved by grace and kept by works, for whatever keeps you is finally what saves you; saved by grace, kept by grace;
saved by faith, kept by faith. If salvation could be lost, God would have to take back the gift of faith he gave; only if faith
were self-produced could it be self-abandoned. And to the argument that the church before Calvin mostly believed
otherwise, a dry reply: the church before the Reformation also mostly believed in baptismal regeneration; majorities
are not arguments. The concluding principles: our salvation is protected by the power of God; if you are trusting Christ,
you have eternal life as a present possession; and we are to persevere in our faith. Hold all three in tension, and let the
theology make you an encourager of real faith rather than an inspector of other people’s.

12. The last assignment
The course ends with homework instead of a lecture: the final section of the student notes, the destiny of the
unevangelized, is written as readable case-study material, and each student is to work through it alone, learn its terms,
and teach that last section to someone else. Ten sessions end where the first began, with the gospel as truly good news:
a salvation planned before time, purchased at the cross, applied by the Spirit, and carried, by the same grace that
began it, all the way home.

SCRIPTURE IN THIS LECTURE

1 John 2 · 1 John 5 · 2 Corinthians 13 · 2 Peter 1 · 2 Peter 2 · Ephesians 1 · Galatians 5 · Hebrews 10 · Hebrews 3 · Hebrews
6 · John 10 · John 5 · John 6 · Mark 3 · Matthew 18 · Matthew 24 · Matthew 7 · Philippians 1 · Romans 11 · Romans 8

KEY TERMS

Perseverance of the saints

The Reformed doctrine and the P of the acronym: true believers persevere in faith to the end and cannot lose a
salvation eternally secured by God’s power. Its other face is eternal security; its converse: those who finally fall were
never truly believers.
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Apostasy

Falling away: the willful abandonment of a faith once professed. For mainstream Arminians the one way salvation is
lost; for the Reformed, the revelation that it was never possessed, they went out from us because they were not of us.

Mortal sin

In Roman teaching, sin that destroys saving grace: grave, committed with full knowledge, and voluntary. No fixed list
exists; apostasy always qualifies. The tradition is the universal instinct, did that sin cost me my salvation, given rules.

The gift of perseverance

Augustine’s category, carried by Luther: the elect are given perseverance as a gift, while others may believe genuinely
for a time and fall. The Reformed view universalizes the gift to all true believers.

The warning passages

Hebrews 6 and 10, 2 Peter 2, Galatians 5, Matthew 18 and the endurance texts: Scripture’s real warnings, which the
teachers insist must be preached at strength, not explained into silence, and which God uses to keep his own
persevering.

The proleptic aorist

The grammar of certainty in Romans 8:30: glorified written in a completed past tense though still future, because the
outcome is sure enough to record as history. The golden chain has no leaks.

Present-tense eternal life

John’s repeated grammar: whoever believes has eternal life now. Patton’s argument: a life that could end was never
eternal, so a present possession of eternal life cannot be lost.

Falling from grace

Galatians 5 read in the argument of the whole letter: falling from sanctifying grace into law-keeping, the wrong plug,
not from saving grace. Every believer can fall from grace in that sense this afternoon.

The means by which you are saved

The sentence Patton says summarizes the whole class: the means by which you are saved is also the means by which
you are kept. Saved by grace, kept by grace; saved by faith, kept by faith; whatever keeps you is finally what saves you.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Nineteen questions from the lecture. Circle your answers, then check them against the key at the bottom.

1. What are the four views on losing salvation?

A. Roman Catholic, by mortal sin including apostasy; mainstream Arminian, by apostasy alone; traditional
Lutheran, non-elect believers can fall while the elect receive perseverance; Reformed, true believers cannot be lost
B. Eastern, Western, Northern, and Southern
C. Legalist, antinomian, mystic, and rationalist
D. All four agree salvation cannot be lost

2. How do the election and security doctrines pair up?

A. They vary independently in every tradition
B. Conditional election travels with losable salvation, unconditional election with eternal security; the doctrines
come as package deals
C. Unconditional election travels with losable salvation
D. Election has no bearing on security
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3. What three conditions mark a mortal sin in Roman teaching?

A. Public, repeated, and scandalous
B. Ancient, biblical, and listed
C. Grave, committed with full knowledge of its gravity, and voluntary
D. Sudden, secret, and sacramental

4. Why do the teachers refuse to sneer at the mortal sin tradition?

A. Because they accept the Roman system entire
B. Because Trent settled the question
C. Because venial sins are imaginary
D. Because the instinct is universal: every new believer who sins badly wonders whether salvation survived it, and
even Augustine wrestled here; the tradition is that instinct given rules

5. What is unusual about how the session handles the warning passages?

A. It presents them at full strength to be felt, before any answers, instead of rushing to explain what they do not
mean
B. It skips them as irrelevant
C. It reads them only in Latin
D. It treats them as scribal additions

6. Why does Hebrews 10’s warning land on everyone at first reading?

A. Because no one has received the knowledge of the truth
B. Because it names specific sins from the Ten Commandments
C. Because it says if we go on sinning willfully no sacrifice remains, and everyone in the room has sinned willfully
since believing
D. Because it addresses only the apostles

7. What makes Hebrews 6 the strongest conditional text?

A. It names the elect explicitly
B. Those who fell had been partakers of the Holy Spirit, which is exactly what the course says happens at
justification
C. It concerns mortal sin by name
D. It quotes the Didache

8. How does the Old Testament tell the perseverance story?

A. Through explicit doctrinal statements
B. Through the priestly legislation
C. It does not address the theme
D. In narrative: Elijah’s seven thousand, the exile’s returning few, always the remnant who remain faithful

9. How did Jonathan Edwards finally define a believer?

A. As one who endures to the end
B. As one who can name his conversion day
C. As one baptized in infancy
D. As one who never doubts
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10. How does Patton answer the reading that you can climb out of the Father’s hand yourself?

A. He grants that the hand only blocks outside thieves
B. He argues the hand is a figure for the church
C. No believer ever feared outside thieves; I have always been the problem, so a promise protecting me from
everyone but myself protects me from nothing; the verse comforts because it closes that one door
D. He appeals to the Latin translation

11. What is Patton blunt about regarding his own method?

A. That he trusts tradition over exegesis
B. That he would force a harmony at any cost
C. That the question cannot be studied
D. That he will not make Scripture contradict itself, and if it did, he would face that honestly rather than bend texts
to his system

12. Why would a leaking chain empty Romans 8:28 of comfort?

A. Because all things would then work for evil
B. If only some of the called are justified and some of the justified glorified, then all things work together toward a
good that might never arrive
C. Because the verse depends on the temple standing
D. Because comfort requires uncertainty

13. What is the eternal life argument from John 5:24?

A. Eternal life begins only at death
B. Eternal describes God’s life, not its duration
C. Whoever believes has eternal life now, and a life that could end was never eternal; on conditional security no one
could truly possess it until death
D. The verse is absent from early manuscripts

14. How is Galatians 5’s fallen from grace read in the letter’s own argument?

A. As the loss of saving grace through mortal sin
B. As a description of the unevangelized
C. As Paul’s account of Judas
D. As falling from sanctifying grace into law-keeping, the wrong plug, which any believer can do, not from saving
grace

15. What does Patton admit about the unforgiving servant of Matthew 18?

A. He does not know how to resolve it: it seems to teach forgiveness revoked, most read the man as never forgiven,
and he will not readjust the whole structure on one passage or pretend it is easy
B. That it plainly teaches eternal security
C. That it is a later interpolation
D. That it concerns only financial debts

16. What does 1 John 2:19 supply for every final apostasy?

A. A promise of restoration for the fallen
B. Its interpretation: they went out from us because they were not of us; had they been of us, they would have
remained
C. A list of sins that cause falling
D. A prayer for the departed
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17. Why is worrying about your faith a strange comfort, on the teachers’ telling?

A. Because worry earns assurance
B. Because doubt is a spiritual gift
C. The unbeliever does not lie awake over his faith; the worry is itself faith’s voice, Lord, I believe, help my unbelief
D. Because assurance is impossible for anyone

18. What sentence does Patton say summarizes the whole class?

A. Palatability does not determine veracity
B. In contrast there is clarity
C. Orthodoxy precedes orthopraxy
D. The means by which you are saved is also the means by which you are kept: saved by grace, kept by grace; saved
by faith, kept by faith

19. How is the majority-of-church-history argument answered?

A. By denying the history
B. By dating eternal security to the apostles alone
C. Dryly: the church before the Reformation also mostly believed in baptismal regeneration; majorities are not
arguments
D. By conceding the doctrine is recent and therefore suspect

Answer key (fold under before you begin): 1 A · 2 B · 3 C · 4 D · 5 A · 6 C · 7 B · 8 D · 9 A · 10 C · 11 D · 12 B · 13 C · 14 D · 15 A · 16 B · 17 C · 18 D · 19 C

TALK IT OVER

1. The teachers preached the warning passages at full strength before answering one of them. Has your tradition done
the opposite, teaching you only what those texts do not mean? Read Hebrews 6 and 10 aloud this week and let them do
their appointed work before you reach for the answers.

2. Are you believing now? The teachers say that question, not, do you remember the day you prayed, is the biblical
question of assurance. Sit with it honestly. And if the question itself makes you anxious, what did the session say your
anxiety is evidence of?

3. The means by which you are saved is also the means by which you are kept. Where in your life have you been trying to
be kept by something other than what saved you, by performance, by streaks, by comparison? What would it mean this
week to be kept the way you were saved?

ONE VERSE TO CARRY

Jesus speaks the promise of John 10 over his own: I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand; my Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all.

GO FURTHER

The course’s last assignment is its own: work through the final section of the student notes on the destiny of the
unevangelized, written as readable case-study material, learn its terms, and teach it to someone else, the second case
study of the course. The teachers’ closing commendations stand from the first night: Demarest’s The Cross and
Salvation for the whole field, and the reading that framed the hardest weeks, Are There Two Wills in God? Ten sessions
end where they began: salvation planned before time, purchased at the cross, applied by the Spirit, and carried home
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by the grace that began it.


